
 2 

 
 

 
Contents 
Introduction          p. 3 
 About NCEAD        p. 3 
 The Revision Process       p. 3 

About DACS         p. 4 
 About this document       p. 5 
  
General Encoding Issues        p. 6 

Automating the Creation of Finding Aids Using EAD  p. 6 
XSL Stylesheets        p. 6 
File Naming of Document Instances     p. 7 
XML Syntax         p. 7 
NMTokens         p. 7 
Headings         p. 8 
Special Characters        p. 8 
Spacing and Punctuation       p. 9 
The render Attribute        p. 10 
The <note> Element       p. 11 
Date Normalization and ISO 8601     p. 11 
Encoding Granularity and Content Tagging    p. 12 
 

Encoding Guidelines        p. 14 
 
Additional Issues         p. 42 

Linking Elements        p. 42 
Later Accessions and Additions      p. 44 
<odd>: When Nothing Else Fits      p. 45 

 
References and Resources        p. 45 
 
Appendices 
Appendix A. Entity reference examples     p. 46 
Appendix B. NCEAD-defined attribute values     p. 47 

and editing the eadlocal.ent    
Appendix C. Examples of different types of <dsc>    p. 51 
Appendix D. Crosswalks        p. 56 
Appendix E. File management for NCEAD     p. 59 
Appendix F. NCEAD Dates       p. 62 
Appendix G. How do I encode…?      p. 64 
 

 


